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Eld. Sist. I own I have no ground to suppose him a papist; but I would never marry any man in the world without knowing what his principles are; 'tis no satisfaction to me, to say he's not an atheist, he is not a profane despiser of religion. Negatives are a poor foundation, sister, to go upon in a case of such consequence; if he is of any religion he should tell it me, or I would have nothing to say to him.
Sist. Why, I told you, he said in particular, that he was of the Church of England, as by law established.
Eld. Sist. Why first, dear sister, I told you that's nothing but what any papist may say, even without a dispensation; but, however, it seems he did not say that, but in a way of discourse to other people; he did not say so seriously, in answer to any inquiry of yours, or to give you satisfaction.
Sist. No, that's true; I have not desired any satisfaction of him ; for I take those casual, occasional discoveries of himself, to have more of nature in them, and to be less liable to suspicion, than a formal, studied answer, to a jealous or doubting question; and I have many reasons for rny opinion too.
Eld. Sist. Why that may be true; but I cannot think that such occasional, cursory speeches, can have solid foundation enough to satisfy you in a thing of such moment; and I think I have the testimony of the fathers of our Reformation on my side, who, without doubt, saw in it the great weight that lies on this part, viz., of the advantage and necessity that there is, that husband and wife should be of the same opinion in religion one with another; when they appointed, with the office of matrimony, that the communion be given to the married couple at every wedding; that it might appear